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SUBJECT: JORDAN AIR DEFENSE 

REF: (A) STATE 216426 

1 . PRIME MINISTER BADRAN HAS INFORMED ME THAT GOJ WILL 
ANNOUNCE ON RADIO JORDAN AT 2000 GMT TODAY AND IN PRESS 
TOMORROW THAT THE $540 MILLION U.S. AIR DEFENSE DEAL FOR 
JORDAN, INVOLVING SAUDI FINANCING, HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULLY 
CONCLUDED. ANNOUNCEMENT WOULD ALSO MENTION THAT JORDAN 
ARMED FORCES HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED AND THAT JORDAN HAS 
THANKED SAUDI ARABIA FOR ITS ASSISTANCE. 

2.1 FILLED BADRAN IN ON OUR PRESS GUIDANCE IN REF A 
TO BE USED IN ANSWERING PRESS QUERIES. 

3. BADRAN ALSO SAID THAT JORDAN HAS INFORMED THE 
SOVIET UNION OF JORDANIAN TURN DOWN OF ITS AIR DEFENSE 
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PAGE 02 AMMAN 04599 051642Z 

PROPOSAL. 

4. IN COMMENTING ON ROYAL DIWAN CHIEF SHARAF'S VISIT 

TO SAUDI ARABIA, BADRAN SAID SAUDIS HAD INDICATED THEIR 
SATISFACTION THAT AIR DEFENSE DEAL IS NOW GOING FORWARD. 
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BADRAN DID NOT OFFER ANY FURTHER DETAILS ON JORDANIAN- 
SAUDI DISCUSSIONS REGARDING AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM. 

5. PLEASE ADVISE IN CASE DEPARTMENT HAS ANY FURTHER 
GUIDANCE ON PRESS HANDLING. OTHERWISE WE PLAN TO USE 
GUIDANCE IN KREFTEL AND TO COMFIRM THAT GOJ ANNOUNCEMENT 
IS CORRECT. 

SUDDARTH 

SECRET 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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